
 

Working with our community, 
local colleges, universities,  

and Back Yard Gardener's in becoming 
pure food sustainable,  

ECONOMICALLY! 

 

Introducing  
The AESL “Cycle of Life  

Micro Farm System”  
To Branson, Missouri As… 

 INSTITUTE OF  
SUSTAINABLE MICRO  

FARMING 



“ The nitrate enriched 
fish water provides an 
excellent nutrient source 
for the raised bed vege-
table production. A com-
plete meal of protein and 
nutrient enriched vegeta-
bles can be produced 
through the module.” 
 
 
 
John W. Smith     
Ext. Program Specialist 
Texas A&M University 

 

 
 
“John, Thank you for assisting to make the dis-
plays at the San Antonio live stock exposition so 
amazing.”  2009 Texas A & M 

“(John) Musser's method incarnates the old 
proverb about teaching a village to fish instead 
of giving them fish.” Elaine A. Heath 

Asst. Professor of Evangelism Southern Methodist Un. 

Vegetables from the AESL gardens 2010.  
With  100%  organic  

homemade fertilizers—most  crop grow  beds have a dept of  7-12 inches.   

Orphanage leader picking peppers at AESL 



HISTORY 
 Aquaponics and 
Earth Sustainable Living, 
Inc. (AESL) was both 
founded and invented by 
John and Teresa Musser in 
DeSoto, TX. Backed by a 
small staff and team of loyal 
college interns and volun-
teers. Developing a fully-operational aquaponics/
aquaculture system that can function in almost any 
part of the world, simple to operate once established, 
economical, plus fully sustainable!  
 Headquarters resided in DeSoto, TX and 
housed a working Micro Aquaculture Farm System 
including Tilapia fish as the base product, as well as, 
small farm animals, chickens, and rabbits with bene-
ficial insects; all of which created a symbiotic relation-
ship with the cycle of life Aquaponics and Earth pro-
gram PLUS suppling organic fertilizer for entire Micro 
farm! The fish water is used for Aquaponics, fish waste 
was used for living grow beds and an intensive earth/
coco growing system that produces hundreds of pounds 
of pure food every year!  

        The system promotes exten-
sive recycling of waste products, 
everything is used as a cycle.   
      “Our goal is to produce the      
largest amount of quality pure 
food on the smallest footprint of 
land possible, organically and 
economically, bringing food    

wisdom to all who desire to learn.”                                
     John & Teresa Musser              

Collard grown in the 
hole of a cinderblock  
at the AESL test facility. 



VISITORS  

 Aquaponics and Earth Sustainable 
Living, Inc. draws visitors from around the state and 
around the world, including  local schools, colleges & lead-
ing universities including SMU 
and  
Texas A&M.  
 
 Leading horticulturists, 
Master Gardeners, and Rotary   
International. Right down to start 
up businesses and many backyard 

gardeners. Schools kids love 
it! 
  
“(AESL) has developed a 
sustainability project that 
is transferable to any cul-
ture in the world.” 

- Elaine Heath, PhD 
Asst. Professor at SMU 

 

A very close friend of AESL, two 
term Mayor of DeSoto,  
Texas Mayor Hurtt said  “The 
AESL farm put our city on the 
map.” Over 700 chapters of     
Rotary, hundreds of visitors with 
strong community involvement.   

 

Above: John Smith—regular visitor and researcher of emerging  
organic farms of Texas.  

 From left to right John Musser– (Name withheld ) Lead Horticulturist 
at Texas Arboretum, Christy - head of  Dallas/Fort Worth Bee Keepers 
with Elaine Heath, avid learner in micro farming, friend, and scholar. 

 
Cover: Inventor  C.L.F.S. John Musser with Texas A & M  -  

organic Farm Specialist  - showing  prize Tilapia fish. 



       120 students (representing 30 countries) from an 
advanced training program at a local  Dallas college 
visited Aquaponics and Earth Sustainable Living farm.  

         Most requested information about coming back to be 
hand trained in the latest of Aquaponics technology and 
aquaculture. The students expressed a strong desire to take a 
system back with them to their home country.  
 
      These experiences has led us to the need of our proposed 
future training center where we can grow and expand to;   

 INSTITUTE OF SUSTAINABLE 
MICRO FARMING 

STUDENT VISITORS FROM LOCAL COLLEGES 

VISITORS  



INTERNATIONAL 
INTERNSHIP 

PROGRAM 

Chile — 3 YEAR 

India—3 YEAR 

China—3 YEAR 

Interns from around the 
world come to AESL for 
a year or more to serve 
and to be trained in self- 
sustaining agricultural 
techniques. 

 



VOLUNTEERS/STUDENTS 

 Each year AESL is 
maintained by a team of vol-
unteers. Many are college-age 
students who receive school 
credit for their time, while oth-
ers have families and work full-
time jobs, yet still volunteer 
their skills in their free time.  

There is always work to be 
done on the campus; from  
building prototypes of new 
garden and aquaponic  aqua-
culture systems, or taking 
care of the many animals 
and fish, then harvesting 
and putting up the  
vegetables. AESL trains all 
forms of food preservation. 

“I  love that working 
at AESL allows me 
to make a real dif-
ference in the world, 
reaching many cul-
tures and nations 
through the most 
practical means of 
help.” - Charity 

 



P.O. Box 140, Blue Eye, MO 65611 
888-562-1777 | president@aquaponicsandearth.org 

 

PROJECTS 

 AESL completed A 
Cycle of Life Micro Farm at 
an orphanage in Nuevo Lare-
do, Mexico.  This project is 
empowering this orphanage to 
become partly food self-
sustainable, not to mention all 
the nutritional food that will be 
produced for the orphans and learning skills imparted!   

 
AESL is assisting many  
other works such as this.  
A special project in Be-
lize with Rotary Interna-
tional training Mayan In-
dians in the Rain Forest 
of Punta Gorda training 
Aquaponics, Tilapia  
rearing & fertilization. 

 

50,000  peppers in one growing season from 1/5 acre 
raised beds with homemade fish fertilizer . 


